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thus infers the relationship between key concepts based on the extent of joint citations of authors 

making seminal contributions to a field. The approach relies on the intuition that authors 

contributing to concepts viewed as being overlapping or closely related are more likely to be 

cited together by other researchers than authors contributing to concepts viewed as distinct or 

distant.  Drawing on the pattern of citations of authors contributing key concepts in a field, the 

analysis of citations identifies groups of authors who are frequency co-cited.  Authors are 

grouped together based on their co-citations as well as on the similarity of their patterns of 

citations with other authors (McCain 1990).  In effect, authors fall into distinct clusters or groups 

because of the conceptual correspondence of their works (White and Griffith, 1981; McCain, 

1990). ACA has been used in prior research to elicit the specialties within disciplines (e.g. 

Culnan 1986, Culnan 1987, McCain 1990), discerning ideational links between research 

traditions (Cottrill et al. 1989), studying paradigmatic changes in fields (Nerur 1994; White and 

McCain 1998), and understanding conceptual differences to identifying discontinuities in the 

cumulative tradition of a field (Sircar et al. 2001).  

 

Our procedures are consistent with those in prior research (Culnan 1986, Culnan 1987, McCain 

1990, White and McCain 1998). The first step in ACA is to identify a list of seminal authors in 

the field (McCain 1990). We compiled a list of the 52 most cited authors using the phrase 

Knowledge Management in the titles, descriptors, and abstracts of papers published between 

1990 and 2002 included in the Social Science Citation Index and Science Citation Index. We 

created the final set of 58 key contributors used in the co-citation analysis based on discussion 

with an expert who was also included in the set of key contributors (Please see Table 1).  
Table 1: List of authors identified for analysis  

Alavi M * 
Argyris C 
Barney J 
Blackler F 
Brown J 
Cohen W 
Daft R 
Davenport T 
Drucker P 
Duguid P* 
Edvinsson L * 
Garvin D 
Ghoshal S 
Grant R 
Hamel G 

Hansen M 
Hedlund G  
Holsapple C * 
Huber G 
Kogut B 
Lave J 
Liebowitz J * 
LeonardBarton D 
Machlup F * 
Malhotra Y * 
March J 
Mintzberg H 
Nelson R 
Nonaka I 
Odell C * 

Oleary D * 
Orlikowski W 
Polanyi M 
Porter M 
Prahalad C 
Prusak L * 
Quinn J 
Romer P 
Ruggles R * 
Sanchez R 
Schumpeter 
Senge P 
Simon H 
Spender J 
Stein E * 

Stewart T 
Sveiby K * 
Szulanski G 
Teece D 
Tsoukas H 
Vonhippel E 
Vonkrogh G 
Walsh J 
Weick K 
Wenger E 
Wiig K * 
Winter S 
Zack M * 


